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WEEK OF AUGUST 15TH
WELCOME BACK TO ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL!! We kicked off the year with amazing smiles and
amazing weather! I almost didn't recognize some of our returning students, some were taller
and some had sun bleached hair. I hope you all had a fantastic summer and I can't wait to see
what this school year brings us.
 
Students had the opportunity to have their picture taken in front of our welcome back sign
along with Joey the Hawk who decided to �y in for our �rst day! Throughout the day I made my
way into each one of the classrooms to say hi.
 
PreK 3 took a tour of the school and stopped in the school o�ce to say hi to Miss Katie and
take a look in my o�ce!
 
PreK 4 was busy coloring when I stopped in their room. They were all focused on staying in
the lines.
 
The Kinders were having a blast during their centers. The were drawing self portraits of
themselves, matching upper case and lower case letters, and matching colors. They were all
anxious to share with me what they were doing in their centers.
 



Announcements

Our 1st graders had just �nished listening to a book about getting the jitters out on the �rst
day of school. Would you believe that it was the teacher in the story who had �rst day jitters?!
 
2nd grade was wrapping up a morning snack.
 
I met 3rd and 4th grade outside as they were headed back from the square park. They were
taking advantage of the nice weather!
 
The 6th and 7th grade were setting up their online math accounts. We talked about how they
already only had 175 days left in the school year. They preferred Mr. Middendorff's terminology
better, only four more 9 week sessions. That sounds much better than 175 days!
 
The 8th graders were busy in Mrs. Seibold's class. I also told them only 175 days and they
quickly reminded me that they are in 8th grade and their last day comes a little sooner than
everyone else!
 
I can't wait for our �rst full week! I know our students will be busy reviewing and learning new
routines, attending communion service and having fun learning!
 
Have a great weekend!!
 
Mrs. Kelly Schaaf

BEFORE SCHOOL CARE AND MORNING DROP OFF
We are offereing before school care to all families free of charge. Before school care will
begin at 7am. Students will need to be dropped off at the parish center and go to the
gymnasium for before school care. Students will be dismissed from the parish center at
7:45am.
 
Students arriving between 7:45am and 8:00am may be dropped off in the school parking lot
and enter school at that time.
 
Students in PreK and Kindergarten may have a parent walk them to their classroom during
morning drop off between 7:45am and 8:00am. Students in 1st grade through 8th grade may
enter the school on their own and walk to their classroom on the 2nd �oor.
 
At 8:00am the doors will be locked. Students arriving after 8:00am will need to come to the
o�ce to sign in.

AFTER SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION



School Lunch Program

Please let your child's teacher know how they will be getting home everyday. We have quite a
few students riding the bus here and there and going to after care as well. We want to make
sure that all the students are going where they are suppose to. The teachers will then report
each child's end of day plans to the o�ce. If your child is old enough to relay that information,
that is �ne as well.

TRAFFIC FLOW FOR MORNING DROP OFF
Please enter the parish parking lot from W. St. Clair St., this is the North East entrance of the
parking lot near the playground area. Pull all the way forward towards the parish center and
school doors. You will exit the parish parking lot at the South West entrance to the lot. If you
plan on parking and walking your student up to school, please still use the North East
entrance to prevent congestion with cars trying to exit from the South West entrance.

IN LATE/ OUT EARLY PROCEDURES
Students who need to be checked in or checked out due to an appointment will need to sign in
and out of the o�ce before going to class or leaving school. Parents may ring the doorbell
this year to gain access to the school to pick up or drop off their student in the school o�ce.

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
A household eligibilty form for free and reduced lunches is going home. This will need to be
�lled out and returned to see if a student is eligible for a free or reduced lunch. Families have
not had to �ll out this form for the past two years due to changes in the lunch program due to
Covid. All information is kept con�dential.
 
Lunch Costs are as follows:
Student hot lunch entree - $3.25
Student PbJ lunch entree - $3.25
Milk - $ 75
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PTF Announcements

FREEBURG HOMECOMING PARADE
Show off your St. Joseph pride by riding or walking with our �oat
in the Freeburg Homecoming Parade this Saturday, August 20! We
have plenty of stuff to pass out—put on your favorite spirit wear
shirt (or something blue!) and meet us by 4:45. The �oat will be
parked on the street right by AnRus Veterinary Clinic.

Coming Soon...

Juice - $.75

PTF UPDATES
Welcome back, everyone! We're looking forward to a wonderful school year, and have a lot of
fun ways for you to get involved to kick off the year:
 
- Want to volunteer to help with activities for your kids, from Room Parents to Field Day and
everything in between? Our mega-SignUp Genius is available, with events throughout the year:
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/ showSignUp/70A0D4DA4AF29A4FD0- 20222023.
 
- We could still use a few more volunteers to help sell sweet corn:
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/ showSignUp/70a0d4da4af29a4fd0- sweet 
 
- The St. Joseph Parish Picnic is coming up fast! PTF is heading up the kids' games this year
on Saturday, September 10, and we need ALL families to sign up for at least one slot (scroll
down the page—games are at the bottom): https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0d4da4af29a4fd0-summer.
 
- Spread the word about our Skate Party on Wednesday, September 21, from 6-8 p.m. at Skate
City in Belleville. This event is open to EVERYONE, so feel free to invite family and friends
from outside St. Joseph. Proceeds support the PTF.
 
- Save the date for our �rst PTF meeting of the year, on Tuesday, September 13 at 6:30 p.m. in
the Parish Center.
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EMPOWER SCHOLARSHIP
We still have some Empower Scholarship funds available!! It is free to apply for an Empower
Scholarship. Scholarships are awarded at 100%, 75%, and 50% based on �nancial need. Use
the link below to apply and see if you are eligible to receive an Empower Scholarship.

Apply - Empower Illinois Apply - Empower Illinois empowerillinois.org

73.8% of families were seeking a school with higher academic
quality 62.2% of families were seeking a school with character/
values instruction 54.6% of families were seeking a safer school
See whether your family is eligible. Learn More Find out what you
need and apply. Learn More Learn more about your scholarship.

https://s.smore.com/u/fafa/0201bef7e60654cd139b253f3149e24d.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/2fd3/4129e9c2e3a78f57d7e307336ddf9c78.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/de90/302c2298be756eb34b5fdd9e4effb52c.jpeg
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/62c84157f595bdf58bda2d62
https://empowerillinois.org/apply/

